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THURSDAY EVENING LECTURE PROGRAMME 

17th of April
AGM  and a talk by Sarah-Jane Farr , Merseyside Archaeological Service: ‘The Silk Road – where East meets West’
SATURDAY OUTINGS PROGRAMME 2008

17th May
Pendle Vaccaries (medieval ox-breeding ranches) 

21st June
Hungate excavations, York

19th July
Lichfield Cathedral and town 

9th August
Walk to Hilbre Island.  .

* See end page for details

************************************************************************

19-21 September
Weekend in West Wales based at St Davids, with guided tours of Castell Henllys Iron Age Fort and other sites in Pembrokeshire.

See bookings form for details  

************************************************************************

ONE-DAY CONFERENCE

Saturday 18 October  at Liverpool Hope University, Childwall, Liverpool

Building the Future, Revealing the Past:  The Archaeology of  Merseyside 1750 to 1900.  This is a follow-up to the Society’s two previous conferences: A Quarter Century of Archaeology on Merseyside, (2001) and The Archaeology of Merseyside 1500 to 1750 (2003).  Further information and a booking form will be sent out with the next newsletter.

Annual General Meeting.  

This our final meeting of the winter season. It is to be held on Thursday 17th of April at 7.30 pm in the ground floor Lecture Theatre A in the Modern Languages Building, Liverpool University, Chatham Street. You will find the papers enclosed with this Newsletter; the accounts will be tabled on the evening. Following the short business meeting, our speaker is to be Sarah-Jane Farr of the Merseyside Archaeological Service and the subject of her talk is. ‘The Silk Road – where East meets West’  Visitors will be welcome to attend the meeting as usual.

As always, before public meetings, all members of the Society are very welcome to join council members and the speaker for a meal at the Everyman Bistro.  We meet at 6.00pm and usually try to get a table in the third room in the Everyman.  Everyone is welcome - please do come and join us.  

Report from the St Helens area

The following report, which will be of interest to members, was received in December from Bill Highcock, our St Helens representative. We apologise that there has been no opportunity to circulate this information until this Newsletter.

Scheduled Ancient Monuments 

‘In 2007 the St Helens Conservation Officer circulated a letter to the Parish Councils regarding the District Council’s intention to update its records of all buildings on the List of Scheduled Ancient Monuments in the Borough and asked for details of any buildings that we consider being worth including.  It is my intention to suggest that the list should include buildings known to have been involved in the manufacture of clay tobacco pipes; there are four such buildings, all now residences: one in Eccleston and three in Rainford.  In addition I will be asking for Crank Hall to be listed.  There are at present 160 Listed Buildings in St Helens and a complete set has been provided for the Historical Society, SCARS and Merseyside Archaeological Society’. 

‘At a recent planning meeting we dealt with an application to change the use of the barn at the east end of Guild Hall Farm, Crank, to a residence.  This barn, circa 1628, is thought to be the original farmhouse and came under scrutiny in the 1980s by Gill Chitty.  The stone walls are of particular interest in that they are built with thin slabs of weathered sandstone laid in horizontal courses.  There is only one other example of this type of stonework in the area, number one Crank Road, which is on my list for listing because it incorporates the only remaining pipe shop and pottery in Rainford’.

Stanley Bank. 

We have recently received the good news that further funding has been granted in order that investigations may continue at Stanley Bank. Bill Highcock has a copy of the Stanley Bank Excavation Report August 2007, should anyone wish to see it. Members will be kept informed of progress and any excavation opportunities which may arise here.

Excavations on the Bryn Iorcyn Estate.

Wirral and North Wales Archaeology have begun excavating on the Bryn Iorcyn estate, near Cymau in North Wales.  The manor house here is of 14th-century date and the house and gardens are under the protection of CADW.  The land was granted to the deJong family by Edward I.  The owners, Mr and Mrs Carstensen want to know what was there before the house was built. A resistivity survey has been completed and to date a very large circular feature has been identified. There is a lot of broken stone lying just below the surface so a good deal of hard work is anticipated. The site itself is very beautiful with amazing views over the Cheshire Plain and on a clear day, Blackpool Tower is also said to be visible. Members of other archaeological and historical societies are being invited to take part in the excavation and ongoing survey. Work will be taking place most weekends (weather permitting) and possibly at other times.

Please note that there are no toilets (but plenty of places to hide) and participants will need to bring their own food and drink. If you are interested in joining Wirral and North Wales Archaeology please contact Felicity Davies for further information and directions on 07841 875410.  

Publication News

The new booklet on the Calderstones is complete and is now at the printers.  It is hoped that it will be available within the next four weeks and, if all goes according to plan, it may be available for sale at the AGM, or shortly thereafter. The book is in full colour and is lavishly illustrated with stunning photographs of the stones. It is expected that the more detailed aspects of the project will be written up and published in Volume 13 of the Society’s journal but there is still some research to be done before this article is ready. Work on this paper will resume later in the summer once Volume 12, which is now virtually ready for publication, goes to the printer in about three months time. 

Overdue Subscriptions
Subscriptions for 2008 were due in January of this year.  If you are one of those who have not yet renewed your membership, you will find that a renewal form has been included with these papers.  Please could you complete it and send it to Pauline Roberts as soon as possible.

University Parking: and Evening Lectures

 As many of you will have become aware, the University of Liverpool has instituted a new system of parking on the Campus.  There is a charge of £2 for the first two hours, rising thereafter by £1 for each additional hour.  In order to enter the car park you will need to take a ticket from the machine which will raise the barrier.  When you come to leave you will need to insert the ticket into the pay station and pay the charge in order to validate it for exit.  There is a “Help” button (which is constantly manned we are told) in case of problems.  Members may find free parking close by in Chatham Street, at their own risk.  

We have already noticed a drop in attendance at the lecture meetings which we assume maybe due to the new arrangements but please do not be put off, the parking system is simple.

If anyone is experiencing has problems with attending meeting, please do not hesitate to telephone Jenny Woodcock (0151 727 8243); Julia McLaughlin Cook (0151 733 1017) or Barry Faulkner (0151 494 9809).  We may be able to help.

The Newsletter

The Merseyside Archaeological Society Newsletter now appears four times a year, in March, June, September and December.  The September and December issues will provide information of our winter evening lecture series, the March Newsletter will include the AGM papers and details of our summer field trip programme.  This issue was put together by Jenny Woodcock and various members of the Council of the Society. Contributions from members are most welcome, and should be sent by email to iolanthe@onetel.com, by hand via any committee member, or by post to 42 North Sudley Road, Aigburth, Liverpool L17 0BG or to 3 Calton Avenue, Mossley Hill, Liverpool L18 1EL.

Newsletter distribution for those who have supplied an e-mail address

In order to reduce costs we plan to send the newsletter in future by e-mail. If you have changed your e-mail address recently and do wish to receive your newsletter and other communications via e-mail please let me know your new details. Would those who prefer to continue to receive their newsletter by post please contact me and I will arrange this.  For those of you without e-mail we will, of course, continue to post your newsletter as usual.    Pauline Roberts - drandpr@blueyonder.co.uk
Information about activities in which the Merseyside Archaeological Society is involved together with details of lectures and other items of interest to members are regularly included in our website. Members are recommended to check the MAS website for updates and additions: http://www.merseysidearchaeologicalsociety.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk/ 

Further information is also available from Dave Roberts on drandpr@blueyonder.co.uk
MERSEYSIDE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

SATURDAY OUTINGS PROGRAMME 2008

Saturday 17th May  Pendle Vaccaries

Departure from Mann Island: 9.15am.  Extra pick-up at Old Roan, toilet stop at Blackburn Services.  

Programme: 

Pendle Heritage Archaeology Group 
will take us on the trail of medieval vaccaries 

(ox-breeding ranches where oxen were raised for ploughing) near Barrowford, north 

east Lancashire.  The programme includes an introductory talk and cup of tea and a 

guided tour of Higherford Mill, a former cotton mill.  In the afternoon there will be a 

chance to look round Pendle Heritage Centre, situated in a 16th-18th century farm

 house (admission charge). 

Information: 

Wear shoes for walking over rough terrain and bring wet weather gear.  A picnic 

lunch is recommended as there is only a small refreshment kiosk at our lunch stop.

Cost £13.50.

Saturday 21st June   Hungate excavations, York.

Departure from Mann Island: 9.15 am. Extra pick-up at the Gardner’s Arms
Programme: 

Peter Connolly, the director of excavations will show us round the excavtions at 

12.00 pm.  As you may have read, they are uncovering 19th century housing and 

workshops.  Since there are plenty of attractions in York, the afternoon has been left free 

for people to follow their own interests. 

Cost £13.00.

Saturday 19th July  Lichfield Cathedral and Town

Departure from Mann Island: 9.15 am. Toilet stop at Keele Services.
Programme: Tour of Lichfield Cathedral, 2.00 pm.  Excavations in the nave 2003-06 

uncovered remains of an Anglo-Saxon church and the Lichfield Angel, believed to be 

part of the shrine built by Bishop Hedda in 700 to house the remains of St Chad.  

Behind the cathedral is the Erasmus Darwin Centre, dedicated to the life and thinking 

of an 18th century polymath who was a friend of James Watt and Mathew Boulton 

and grandfather of Charles Darwin.  I have not booked a tour but if more than 10 

people would like to visit we can pay the reduced entry charge of £2 per head.  

Cost £16.00.

Saturday 9th August   Hilbre Island

Departure from the slipway at West Kirby about 9.45 am.

Christine Longworth will lead a walk to Hilbre Island, the site of recent 

archaeological investigations.. We will be on the main island for about three hours. 

Information:  Wear shoes for walking over rough and damp terrain and bring wet weather gear and a picnic lunch.  

Toilets are being installed on Hilbre and they should be operational by the summer.
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