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NEWSLETTER 1/2011.  

A REMINDER:  In the last Newsletter, the Society announced the launch of our new Website.  There may be a few minor teething problems but we remind you all to take a look. Your comments will be appreciated.  http://merseysidearchsoc.weebly.com/ 
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1
THURSDAY EVENING LECTURE PROGRAMME

We continue to hold our Thursday evening lecture meetings in the Quaker Meeting House in School Lane.  As usual the talks start promptly at 7.30 pm but the room is open from 7.00 pm when we serve tea and coffee giving everyone an opportunity to socialize before the start of the formal meeting.  Our next meetings will take place on …………
Thursday 17th February 2011 when the speaker will be Melanie Giles from Manchester University.  She will talk on the subject of ‘Chariot Burials’

and on 

Thursday 17th March 2011 when the speaker will be Hannah O’Regan from Liverpool John Moores University.  Her talk will be on ‘Cave Archaeology’. 
The final meeting of the year, our Annual General Meeting, will be held on Thursday 21st April 2011. To lighten the proceedings, Elizabeth Royles will come along and talk to us about ‘Chester before the Romans’.  
The Minutes of the last AGM together with the Agenda and other documents will be circulated to you before the meeting. There will be a number of important issues about the future of the Society to discuss with members, so it is hoped that you will come along and take part in the proceedings and, indeed, enjoy the talk. 
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SATURDAY FIELD VISITS PROGRAMME – Dates for your diary.
Saturday 14th May  -  Kendal town 

For 2000 years Kendal, lying on the river Kent in South Lakeland,  has been an important settlement . The Romans built a fort at Watercrook (Alauna) a few miles south of the town.  In the Middle Ages Kendal was a centre for cloth weaving, leather-working and horn working.  In the 18th-century it was the northern junction of the Lancaster Canal, which ran north from Preston and which was not joined to the rest of the country’s national canal system until the Millennium.  Across the canal lie the remains of Kendal Castle, the family home of Katherine Parr, the sixth wife of Henry the Eighth.

It is a town of attractive old grey stone buildings, many of which have been renovated for modern use with the aid of Kendal Civic Society.  Kendal Museum tells the story of the town’s history, the Museum of Lakeland Life holds a folk life collection and the Abbey House Art Gallery is of regional importance. Our guide will be Pat Hovey, the secretary of Kendal Civic Society.

In addition to the many well-preserved buildings and yards we will visit the remains of the castle and the 18th-century Lancaster Canal.
Saturday 19th June -  Ribchester and the Ribble Valley
Ribchester was Roman Bremetenacum Vetanorum, a crossing on the River Ribble where several Roman roads met.  There is an old saying, “It is written upon a wall in Rome, Ribchester was as rich as any town in Christendom”.   Now it is an attractive small village upriver from Preston, last visited by the Society in 1999.  Our tour will be led by a guide from Oxford Archaeology North.  In the afternoon we will be visiting another site in the area, details remain to be announced.

Saturday 16th July -  Poulton Excavations and other sites around Chester
The Poulton excavation was undertaken to find the remains of a Cistercian abbey.  It has turned into a vast multi-period site covering the Neolithic to the Romans.  “Current Archaeology”  No 213 highlighted the discovery of a Bronze Age henge.  But the monastery is still waiting to be found!
Further information about all these trips, the cost and booking forms will be available at the lecture meetings and will appear in our next Newsletter. NOTE:  Usual departure time is 9.00 am from Mann Island, Liverpool
3
RESIDENTIAL WEEKEND VISITS
We normally arrange one weekend trip away each year.  Previous trips have included Roman villas in the Cotswolds  (and much more), the St David’s peninsula in West Wales,  two trips to Hadrian’s Wall (the west and east sides) and Flag Fen Bronze Age site at Peterborough, on the edge of the Fens. Watch out for news of further weekend trips away.  New and old members are welcome to come.  We try to keep costs low, without sacrificing comfort or conviviality.

Trip to Orkney.  Members of the Society will be converging by car, train and plane on Orkney for the weekend 29 April-1 May  2011.  We will visit some of the most stunning archaeological sites in the United Kingdom, including Skara Brae prehistoric village, Maes Howe chambered tomb and the Ring of Brodgar stone circle.  Some of us will be staying an extra two days for a trip to the nearby island of Rousay, home to many prehistoric and medieval sites, and to the town of Kirkwall, which has a wealth of fine medieval buildings.  Further details about the trip will be sent out shortly to all those who have booked. 
If you have  been to Orkney and want to recommend any places to visit, from souterrains to tea shops, please contact  Julia McLaughlin Cook on 0151 733 1017.
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REPORTS

i)
The Christmas Party held on 9th December 2010
The annual Christmas meeting took place at the Friends Meeting House on Thursday 9 December 2010.  Twenty-seven people booked and paid to attend the evening.  We had three guests, including our undergraduate student prizewinner for the year and Martin Greaney who has put in so much work on our website. 

The evening began with hot non-alcoholic punch made from to a Roman recipe.  It was exceedingly good and anyone wanting the recipe should have a word with Eveline van der Steen who was principally responsible for its production.  There then followed a series of short presentations based upon the recent popular radio programme on “A History of the World in 100 Objects”.  The following people spoke about objects that were important to them: David Garner – a piece of coral; Jenny Woodcock – two prehistoric stone axes; Gina Muskett – a coin from Nelson’s flagship The Foudroyant; Barry Faulkner - a stone axe that he had found; Jennifer Mirdamadi – a  doorstop made from wrought iron from SS Great Britain and Diana Goodier – her certificate for completing part of the Camino de Santiago del Compostella.
This event was followed by a quiz set by Julia McLaughlin Cook, Gina Muskett and Jenny Woodcock with questions on prehistory; the classical world, Egypt; the Middle East; the East and the Americas.  In his role as Chair of the Society, Dave Roberts presented the Merseyside Archaeological Society Student winner with her cheque and Martin Greaney with a book token in appreciation of his work in setting up the new website. Other awards were made to Rob Philpott and Sarah-Jane Farr for their help to the Society. Rob especially has often stepped in in an emergency when booked speakers failed to materialise.
Everyone enjoyed the splendid cold buffet selected and purchased by Roy Fletcher and augmented by contributions from members, including two superb Christmas cakes made by Jenny Woodcock.
The traditional raffle was conducted by Neil McLaughlin Cook.  So many members generously contributed prizes that everyone won at least one prize this year!

ii)
The visit to Liverpool Old Dock - Saturday 20th November 2010
The visit was arranged by Barry Faulkner in liaison with Sarah-Jane Farr (Merseyside Archaeological Service), who kindly agreed to conduct us around The Old Dock Experience. Sarah-Jane, having been involved in the archaeology and planning stages of Liverpool One from its inception, was entirely familiar with and had experienced all the trials and tribulations of negotiating the survival of the archaeology lying beneath the Liverpool One development.  We could not have had a better or more knowledgeable ‘tour guide’.

Some 23 members of the Society met at the Maritime Museum and sneaked a cup of coffee in the coffee shop before crossing the road to a vantage point where Sarah-Jane was able to point out various surface features such as the edge of the old dock marked by a dark line of paving slabs in the footpath, something easily overlooked by the casual visitor.  From this position she was also able to point out the approximate position of the early trial trenches undertaken to establish that the remnants of the 1715 dock did indeed survive, and the probable extent of the original dock. 

Until the construction of the dock, the huge tidal range meant that it could take up to two weeks to unload ships in Liverpool. The pioneering design of the enclosed dock, however, meant that loading and unloading could take place at any time of the tide.  The dock was infilled in 1811 and more docks were built further out into the river. The fine neo-classical Customs House was then constructed on the site, only to be badly damaged during the blitz and subsequently demolished.  

The concealed entrance to the Old Dock display was accessed via the basement of the waterfront Q-Park. Everyone appreciated the well designed and interesting interpretation panels around the site, but it was the remains of the brick-built dock that was so astounding, rising as the walls did up to more than 20 feet from the excavated channel of the red sandstone bedrock of the pool itself. As Sarah-Jane pointed out, it was fortuitous that it was this area, the only part of the new development to remain unaffected by buildings, which encompassed both a large portion of the north side of the dock and the east, or landward edge of the structure.  All this is now preserved and accessible to demonstrate to visitors the skills of the original dock engineers. 

5
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

 The subscriptions for 2011 are now due.  Please could you complete the form on the last page of this Newsletter and return it to Eveline, our membership secretary as instructed. In view of the ever escalating costs of duplication and postage it is hoped that everyone who has an email address will be willing to receive their Newsletter on line.  Please indicate on the renewal form if you now have a computer with email facilities.
6
THE HITTITES EXHIBITION

As many members will be aware, in May of this year an exhibition on the Hittites based on the work of Professor John Garstang of Liverpool University and featuring some of the material from the ‘Lost Gallery’ of Liverpool Museum which was destroyed by enemy action during the last war will be opening to the public in the Victoria Gallery and Museum on Brownlow Hill.  The Society is currently involved in helping to publish the book to accompany the exhibition. It is now possible to follow the progress on the forthcoming exhibition online. Members are encouraged to visit the site  http://sace.liv.ac.uk/lostgallery/. It is also possible to subscribe to updates via an RRS feed (bottom right on the home page).  Dr Alan Greaves of the Department of Archaeology at the University and the person behind the exhibition writes that ‘there are lots of lovely images, a short academic article, and lots of personal stories by interns working on the digitisation project which I think MAS members will find interesting’.  He also suggests that comments from members will be very welcome!
 

MERSEYSIDE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY:

2011 Subscription Form

To:
Dr Eveline van der Steen,
44 Oakdene Avenue,
Warrington WA1 4NU.

I enclose my subscription for 2011
(Cheques to be made payable to ‘Merseyside Archaeological Society’)

Name:
……………………….………………………………………………………........................
Address:……………………………………………………………………………….......................
Telephone:
…………………………Confirm current email address ...............................................
I am now on email and would like to receive my newsletter by this means, please indicate and give 

your new email address  ................................................................................................................
Please indicate which type of subscription you are eligible for:

Individual membership:  £12.00
  
Junior: £2.00

Family: £15.00

Concessions: £7.00


Institutional: £20.00
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